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AGENDA

3 – 3:05 P.M.

3:05 – 3:35 P.M. 

Welcome

Moving Forward with Resilience
and Joy as Adjunct Faculty
Flower Darby

Dr. Stephanie Whalen, Academy Chair, English

& Interdisciplinary Studies

(break)

3 Small Takeaways: Perspectives
from Harper Adjunct Faculty

Small Teaching Quiplash

3:35 – 3:40 P.M. 

4:40 – 5:10 P.M. 

Andre Berchiolly, English

Samira Chaker, Economics

Mary van Opstal, Chemistry

5:20 – 5:50 P.M. 

5:50 – 6 P.M. Closing Remarks
Dr. Michael Bates, Dean of Teaching, Learning,

& Distance Education

5:10 – 5:20 P.M. (break)

Academy for Teaching Excellence Team

3:40 – 4:10 P.M. Small Teaching: Practical Ideas to
Try Next Week or Next Semester
Flower Darby

Q&A with Flower Darby4:10 – 4:20 P.M. 

(break)4:20 – 4:30 P.M. 

4:30 – 4:40 P.M. Remarks from the Provost &

President

Dr. MaryAnn Janosik, Provost

Dr. Avis Proctor, President



This year’s Adjunct Faculty Teaching & Learning Conference provides

an opportunity for us to recognize the efforts everyone has put forth to

support students in a variety of continually evolving modalities; your

ongoing dedication has not gone unnoticed, and it is time for us to

come together to renew our energy stores and share how we have

grown through our struggles.

Another main theme of this year’s gathering is to identify ways that

even very small changes to our course design and facilitation can

make a huge difference to our students’ experiences. Through our

own exploration and innovations, we find ways to anticipate and

respond to students’ needs as we refine our craft, and we can also

learn a great deal from others’ discoveries that support student

success.

Thank you for joining us for this annual tradition of celebrating our

efforts together and continuing to learn and grow together. We hope

you find this year’s program meaningful and that it can provide you

with some camaraderie and inspiration.

WELCOME

Stephanie Whalen, Ed.D.
Academy Chair and Associate Professor, 

English & Interdisciplinary Studies

Michael Bates, Ed.D.
Dean of Teaching, Learning, & Distance

Education



Our featured keynote speaker is Flower

Darby. Flower is an adjunct faculty member

and Senior Instructional Designer at

Northern Arizona University, and lead author

of the book Small Teaching Online: Applying
Learning Science in Online Classes. Learn
more about Flower Darby.

KEYNOTE  & WORKSHOP

Flower Darby

Moving Forward with Resilience and Joy as Adjunct Faculty 
The Covid-19 pandemic required us to teach in new formats, using technology

(some familiar, some less so) in new ways to help our students learn. While at

times challenging, and while we’re all looking forward to returning to more in-

person classes, our collective experience has shown that we’re willing and able

to adapt our teaching methods to overcome such challenges. We’ll reflect on

what we’ve learned in this season while exploring how the approaches we’ve

gained only strengthen our practice, no matter what format we’re teaching in.

And we’ll come to see that we can create rewarding teaching and learning

interactions that welcome and support today’s students, providing both

flexibility and rigor for all. 

Small Teaching: Practical Ideas to Try Next Week or Next Semester 
Building on the themes established in the keynote presentation, this session will

explore practical and efficient strategies to teach in all class formats to engage

students, help them persist, learn, and succeed, and structure effective ways for

them to participate in class. Since we all have limited time to prepare our classes,

we’ll emphasize evidence-based suggestions that don’t take a long time to

create, facilitate, or grade. You’ll leave with a range of ideas to implement next

week or next semester. 

https://flowerdarby.com/profile/


3 Small Takeaways: Perspectives from Harper Adjunct
Faculty
We’ve invited three adjunct faculty at Harper to give presentations

in which they reflect on their teaching experience during the

pandemic and share a small tip or strategy that they will continue to

use post-pandemic. 

ADJUNCT FACULTY PERSPECTIVES

Andre Berchiolly
English

Samira Chaker
Economics

Mary van Opstal
Chemistry

CEUs/Professional Development Credit:
After attending the conference or viewing the recording, please

complete this personal action plan by December 3, 2021 to

receive 0.3 CEUs.

https://harperacademy.wufoo.com/forms/q1rvs1v1vm7l4n/


Questions? Ideas? Need instructional support? Want to

participate in more professional development this semester?

We're here to help & collaborate with you! 

 

Send Us an Email: academy@harpercollege.edu
 

Visit Our Website: harper-academy.net

ACADEMY  FOR  TEACHING

EXCELLENCE

The mission of the Academy for Teaching Excellence is to

create a vibrant teaching and learning culture

for full-time and adjunct faculty that cultivates

professional development in support of student success.

https://harper-academy.net/

