
 

Harper College Spring 2017 Orientation Week 
Tuesday, January 10 – Saturday, January 14, 2017 

Tuesday, January 10 
12 p.m. – 1 p.m. Shared Governance Administrative Staff Meeting 

This session will cover updates on procedures and other information needed for 
participation in shared governance. 
Open to: Shared Governance Administrative Staff 
Facilitators: Maria Coons and Michelé Smith 

L201 

2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Blackboard Bootcamp 
The Blackboard Bootcamp workshop provides an overview of basic tools in Blackboard. You 
will create a basic Blackboard course site ready for use with your on-campus class. Please 
bring your course syllabus, an assignment list and any other course handouts you plan to 
use. Please note, this session provides an overview and is not designed for in-depth or 
advanced learning about a specific Blackboard tool. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitator: Karen Herold 
RSVP: http://bit.ly/BbBootcamp-Spring17  

D278 

5 p.m. – 9 p.m.  New Adjunct Faculty Orientation 
This event will provide new adjunct faculty with the resources they need as they begin with 
Harper College. Orientation will include a tour of the Division office and meeting the Dean, 
acquiring a parking pass and Harper ID, Harper technology training with IT, student conduct 
and campus safety procedures and faculty resources available through the Academy for 
Teaching Excellence. Light appetizers and refreshments will be served and there will be time 
for networking with other new adjunct faculty. 
Open to: New adjunct faculty  
Facilitator: Academy for Teaching Excellence 
RSVP: http://bit.ly/NAFO-Spring17 

Your 
Division 

Office 

Wednesday, January  11 

 Full-time Faculty Report  

8 a.m. – 9 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
Open to: All faculty and staff 

Performing 
Arts Center 

9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. President’s All Campus Meeting 
Open to: All faculty and staff 

Performing 
Arts Center 

11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Current Mentors, Mentees & New Faculty Mentoring Committee  
Open to: By invitation only 
Facilitator: Faculty Development Committee 

X250 

11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Achieving Educational Goals: Academic Planning & Pathways Strategy Team 
Update 
The Achieving Educational Goals: Members of the Academic Planning and Pathways 
Strategy Team will provide an update on our work to date and discuss future initiatives and 
goals. The session will highlight proposed Areas of Interest (aka: Programs of Study, Meta-
Majors).   
Open To: All faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Members of the Academic Planning and Pathways Strategy Team 

X212 

1 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. Accreditation: The Movie – Drama, Thriller or Comedy? 
You are invited to the world premiere of "Accreditation: The Movie." You will receive the 
VIP treatment as you enter on the red carpet for the premiere viewing of this exciting film. 

Z102 

http://bit.ly/BbBootcamp-Spring17
http://bit.ly/NAFO-Spring17
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Set at a suburban community college, this short film tells the fascinating story of regional 
accreditation. Will reaffirmation be achieved? Will quality education be recognized? Will 
compelling evidence be provided? Who knows what is around the next bend in this 
dramatic comedic thriller! Please join us for this Oscar themed viewing and premiere 
"party.” Snacks and prizes, too! 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Julie Ellefson-Kuehn and Darlene Schlenbecker 

1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m. Glenn Reich Award 
The Faculty Development Awards and Grants Committee will present the 2016 winners of 
the Glenn Reich Award, Mukila Maitha and Sarah Mikulski. The winners will give a brief 
presentation of their instructional technology projects.  
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitator: Faculty Development Awards and Grants Committee 

Y Megalab: 
Y203G 

2 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Sixth Annual Tech Fest 
Interact with faculty as they share instructional technology projects in an e-poster session 
format. See demonstrations and ask faculty questions.  
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Faculty Development Committee and the Academy for Teaching Excellence 

Y Megalab: 
Y203E, F, G 

2 p.m. – 3 p.m. What You Should Know about FOIA & the Open Meetings Act 
Nearly every document, email and report you produce at Harper is subject to FOIA – the 
Freedom of Information Act. Included are paper and electronic communication, records, 
financial records-budgets, salaries, benefits, photographs, video, recordings, purchasing and 
some student records. In addition, the Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA) is designed to 
ensure that the public has access to information about government and its decision-making 
process. Learn more about FOIA, how requests are processed at Harper and how Harper 
structures its meetings to comply with OMA at this informative session. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Maria Coons and Kim Pohl 

D142 

3 p.m. – 4 p.m. Shared Governance Chair Training 
Are you chairing a Shared Governance Committee? If so, you are required to complete this 
training if you have not in the past.  
Open to: All faculty and staff who wish to serve as a shared governance chair or wish to 
learn more about shared governance 
Facilitators: Maria Coons and Michelé Smith 

D157 

6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Blackboard Bootcamp 
The Blackboard Bootcamp workshop provides an overview of basic tools in Blackboard. You 
will create a basic Blackboard course site ready for use with your on-campus class. Please 
bring your course syllabus, an assignment list and any other course handouts you plan to 
use. Please note, this session provides an overview and is not designed for in-depth or 
advanced learning about a specific Blackboard tool. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitator: Karen Herold 
RSVP: http://bit.ly/BbBootcamp-Spring17 

D278 
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Thursday, January 12 

8 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Coffee, Tea and Scones with the Provost 
Open to: All faculty 

Performing 
Arts Center 

8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m. All Faculty Meeting with the Provost 
Open to: All faculty 

Performing 
Arts Center 

10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Full-time Faculty meet with the Faculty Senate 
Open to: All full-time faculty 

Performing 
Arts Center 

11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. Shared Governance Member Training 
Are you a member of a Shared Governance Committee? If so, you are required to complete 
this training if you have not in the past. 
Open to: All faculty and staff who wish to serve on a shared governance committee 
Facilitators: Maria Coons and Michelé Smith 

D157 

11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. The Healing Classroom 
Is it possible to promote high caliber pedagogy, meet our instructional objectives, AND 
provide a healing environment in the classroom? Is the classroom an invaluable source of 
community in this often divisive world? What about advancing faculty wellness and 
resilience? Come and consider some elements of psychological literacy that you can 
integrate into your everyday work as instructional trailblazers. Wellness is portable - and all 
of us benefit from advocating healing in a challenging world. The ingredients are simple. 
YOU are the catalyst. 
Open to: All faculty 
Facilitators: Caryn Levington 

X212 

11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. Copyright, Fair Use & Your Classroom 
This session will present information about copyright and fair use as it pertains to the use of 
educational materials in the classroom. Dr. Reyman will address common concerns about 
the use of materials, dispel myths, and answer questions from participants. Dr. Reyman has 
conducted extensive research on the legal issues surrounding copyright and fair use and will 
share her findings to help guide faculty towards proper use of materials in the classroom. 
This session will serve as a preview to follow up sessions offered during the spring semester. 
Open to: All faculty 
Facilitator: Jessica Reyman, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies in 
Rhetoric and Professional Writing at Northern Illinois University 

D193 

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Division Meetings Various 

1:45 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Department Meetings Various 

2:40 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Civic Engagement, Maker Spaces & Social Entrepreneurship 
How do you engage your students in our civic ecosystem? How do you get arts and science 
students to create beautiful design? Where is social entrepreneurship creating impact? 
Come check out all the innovative ways faculty can get students involved beyond the 
classroom. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitator: Marie Lapidus 

X212 

2:40 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. How Can You & Your Students Support the Climate Action Plan? 
Project CAPtivate is a Harper Leadership Institute integrative education pilot that utilizes a 
multidisciplinary approach to advance the goals of Harper’s Climate Action Plan (CAP). The 
CAP is our commitment to becoming a carbon-neutral campus. This session will cover 
general details of the CAP as well as introduce HLI Team 5's plan for campus-wide 
involvement in achieving the goals of the CAP. Refreshments available. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitator: Harper Leadership Institute Team 5 

D193 
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3:30 p.m. – 5 p.m. Academy Open House & Open Mic 
Stop by to meet the staff of the Academy for Teaching Excellence, learn more about 
opportunities available for the spring semester, and gather with colleagues. We're also 
hosting an Open Mic to share and celebrate faculty and staff’s hidden talents. Do you sing? 
Recite poetry? Know all of Robert DeNiro’s mirror monologue from Taxi Driver by heart? Do 
magic tricks? Stand-up comedy? Balloon animal sculpting? Please sign-up to perform by 
January 9 at the link below. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitator: Academy for Teaching Excellence 
Sign-up to perform: http://bit.ly/academy-open-mic  

D Building 
Lobby by 

Starbucks 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Navigating Muddy Waters: Classroom Management in Real-Time 
Faculty face common challenges and opportunities in their classrooms, and with the 
demands of prep and grading, there may not be time for collegial conversation about how 
faculty handle common situations. How do faculty address texting in class or digital 
distractions? What’s the best response to a student who reveals a psychological or physical 
disability? Or, doesn’t reveal one? How do faculty support our students in times of global 
change? During the conversation, representatives from Harper’s Division of Student Affairs, 
Access and Disability Services (ADS), and the Academy for Teaching Excellence will be 
available to answer questions and facilitate conversation. Bring your questions or 
reflections and share them with your peers. 
Open to: All faculty 
Facilitators: Keith O’Neill, Pearl Ratunil and Debra Reuter 
RSVP: http://bit.ly/navigating-muddy-waters  

D193 

Friday, January 13 

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Cultural Competency & the Search Committee (boxed lunch) 
Designed for anyone who plans to be a search committee member, this workshop discusses 
cultural competency and includes an interactive exercise focused on what makes interview 
questions effective. A second exercise more deeply explores cultural competency and the 
search committees. 
Open to: Full-time faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Paula Saltzman 
RSVP: psaltzma@harpercollege.edu  

W214 

9 a.m. – 10 a.m. New Faculty Grading System 
Beginning spring 2017, the College will be undergoing an upgrade to the Banner grade 
module.  The upgrade is referred to as Banner XE.  Faculty will still access grades in the 
same manner, through our self-service portal, however the look and feel of how you 
normally process grades will be different.  In preparation for the upgrade, the Registrar’s 
Office will provide a demonstration of the new grading process. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Nancy Desruisseaux, Becky Rizzi and Sue Skora 

D154 

10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Life in a Community of Practice: A Panel & Discussion 
In Fall 2016, some of Harper’s faculty participated in the first pilots of communities of 
practice: Innovative Instruction Think Tank and the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. At 
this session, faculty will share their experiences with each other and you: What brought 
them together as a community? How did they discover this shared interest? How do they 
organize their meetings? What are their upcoming projects or activities? How has it 
impacted their teaching? Communities of Practice are “groups of people who share a 
concern or a passion for something they do, and learn how to do it better as they interact 
regularly.” More Information: http://harper-academy.net/communities-of-practice/ 
Open to: All faculty 
Facilitator: Academy for Teaching Excellence 

D269 
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10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Curriculand: Navigating the Curriculum Process 
Join us to navigate your way through the Curriculum Process! We will show you the 
procedure, checklist, and how to navigate through parts of Curricunet. We can answer 
questions you might have about the curriculum process at this session too! 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Darlene Niebuhr and Kelly Taylor 

D114 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Pulled Pork & Hawaiian Rolls with the Academy & Library Support Services 
Join the Academy for Teaching Excellence and Library Support Services to learn more about 
the instructional support services available to faculty over lunch—pulled pork, hawaiian 
rolls and a vegetarian option!    
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitators: Academy for Teaching Excellence and Library Support Services 

D269 

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. What Happens When Your Eyes See One Thing, but Your Mind Believes Another? 
The Quantitative Reasoning General Education outcomes assessment results suggest that 
many of our students’ eyes are seeing one thing, but their minds are believing another. 
Although students did well in some areas of the assessment, we found students are having 
difficulty comparing and interpreting graphs. Join members of the Quantitative Reasoning 
Work Group in this interactive session to contribute your ideas for a plan to improve our 
students’ capabilities in these areas. 
Open to: Full-time faculty and staff, Deans and Administrators 
Facilitators: Faon Grandinetti, Julie Ellefson-Kuehn and the Learning Assessment Committee 

D154 

1:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.  Shared Governance Chair & Vice Chairs Meeting 
Reviews the past year’s accomplishments, expectations and updates for the coming year, 
and any meeting management issues that chairs and vice chairs may want to address.  
Open to: All faculty and staff currently serving as shared governance chair or vice chair on a 
shared governance committee and the Coordination and Review Committee  
Facilitators: Maria Coons and Michelé Smith 

D193 

1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Prep Time for Faculty  

Saturday, January 14 
8:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. New Adjunct Faculty Orientation 

This event will provide new adjunct faculty with the resources they need as they begin with 
Harper College. Orientation will include a tour of the Division office and meeting the Dean, 
acquiring a parking pass and Harper ID, Harper technology training with IT, student conduct 
and campus safety procedures and faculty resources available through the Academy for 
Teaching Excellence. Light appetizers and refreshments will be served and there will be time 
for networking with other new adjunct faculty. 
Open to: Adjunct faculty  
Facilitator: Academy for Teaching Excellence 
RSVP: http://bit.ly/NAFO-Spring17 

D193 

12:45 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Blackboard Bootcamp 
The Blackboard Bootcamp workshop provides an overview of basic tools in Blackboard. You 
will create a basic Blackboard course site ready for use with your on-campus class. Please 
bring your course syllabus, an assignment list and any other course handouts you plan to 
use. Please note, this session provides an overview and is not designed for in-depth or 
advanced learning about a specific Blackboard tool. 
Open to: All faculty and staff 
Facilitator: Karen Herold 
RSVP: http://bit.ly/BbBootcamp-Spring17 

D278 
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